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STEWARDS' NOTICE 

HORSE CARE, TREATMENT AND MEDICATION RECORDS 

Issued by HRSA Stewards 

Issue date 25 August 2026 

Effective date 1 October 2026 

Applies to All licensed trainers and any person responsible for horses in their care 

Authority and rules basis: Harness Racing SA Ltd (HRSA), as the Controlling Body, makes this 

determination under Australian Harness Racing Rule (AHRR) 90(1) and imposes the requirements 

below under AHRR 303(3). Acting under AHRR 300 and the powers in AHRR 15(1)(a), HRSA and 

its Stewards direct participants to comply with those requirements. This Notice is issued under 

AHRR 303(1) and published under AHRR 307. 

Purpose 

This Notice sets out the minimum records trainers must keep for horses in their care, therapeutic 

substances in their possession, and medicines, supplements, treatments, procedures and examinations 

administered or undertaken. 

Key direction: From 1 October 2026, every trainer must maintain contemporaneous and complete 

records using the HRSA Treatment Record Book or an equivalent paper or electronic system that 

captures all information required by this Notice and can be produced promptly to the Stewards. 

1. Horses in the trainer's care 

The trainer must keep a current working record of every horse that enters, remains in, or leaves the 

trainer's care. The record must enable the Stewards to reconcile the horses actually at the stable with 

HRSA's official records. 

The working record must include: 

• the horse's registered name and freeze brand or other identifier; 

• the date the horse entered and, when applicable, left the trainer's care; 

• the horse's current location, including the relevant registered training establishment; 

• whether the horse is in full work, being educated, spelling or otherwise being cared for; and 

• whether the required Stable Return or change-of-location notification has been lodged. 

This working record does not replace the official Stable Return and location notifications. Under AHRR 

25 and 25B, a Stable Return must generally be lodged within 24 hours of a horse joining or leaving a 

stable; a change of location must be disclosed within 24 hours; and an amendment must be lodged 

immediately if the particulars change. 

2. Treatment and administration log 

AHRR 190B requires the trainer to record all details of treatment administered to any horse in the 

trainer's care. Each administration, procedure, examination or therapy must be entered on the day it 

occurs. Use a separate entry for each event. 
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Each entry must record at least: 

• the horse's name; 

• the actual date and time of administration or treatment; 

• the treatment name, including the brand name and/or active constituent; 

• the route of administration; 

• the amount given; and 

• the name and signature of each person administering and each person authorising the treatment, 

as applicable. 

Treatments captured by AHRR 190B 

The obligation is not confined to prescription medicines or injections. It includes the following categories 

specified by AHRR 190B(2): 

Medicines and substances Procedures, examinations and therapies 

• Schedule 8 controlled drugs administered by a 
veterinarian 

• Schedule 4 prescription animal remedies 

• Schedule 4 prescription-only medicines prescribed 
or dispensed by a veterinarian for off-label use 

• all injectable veterinary medicines 

• Schedule 2 and Schedule 3 medicines 

• scheduled or unscheduled medicines containing 
prohibited substances 

• all alkalinising agents 

• all herbal preparations 

• shockwave therapy 

• acupuncture, including laser treatment 

• chiropractic treatment 

• electrical stimulation, including TENS 

• magnetic field therapy and ultrasound 
• oxygen therapy, including hyperbaric oxygen 

therapy 

• taking a blood sample 

• all veterinary examinations, including endoscopy 
and radiography 

• cryotherapy 

Responsibility: The trainer remains responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the log 

even where an employee, veterinarian or other practitioner makes or supplies the entry. 

3. Therapeutic substances in possession 

AHRR 190B(1)(a) requires the log book to list all therapeutic substances in the trainer's possession. 

The possession register must be kept current and include existing stock and substances obtained by 

purchase, prescription, supply, transfer or any other means. 

For each substance, record: 

• the brand name and/or active constituent; 

• strength and form; 

• quantity or volume held; 

• date obtained and supplier or source; 

• expiry date and storage location; and 

• the date removed or exhausted and the disposal or transfer details. 

Products should remain in their original, correctly labelled container. Prescriptions, veterinary directions, 

invoices, receipts and supply records should be retained with or readily cross-referenced to the register. 

4. APVMA compliance - medicines and supplements 

AHRR 194 makes it an offence to procure, possess, control, administer or attempt to administer a 

substance or preparation that is not registered, labelled, prescribed or obtained in compliance with 

relevant State and Commonwealth legislation. 

Before acquiring, possessing or using any medicine, veterinary product, herbal preparation or 

supplement, trainers must take the following steps: 

1. Check whether the product is required to be registered by the Australian Pesticides and 

Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA). 

2. For a product requiring registration, confirm its APVMA or former NRA registration number and 

current status in the APVMA PubCRIS database, or confirm that the proposed use is lawfully 

covered by an APVMA permit. 
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3. Use and store the product in accordance with the approved label, unless a different use is 

lawfully prescribed or directed by a veterinarian under applicable legislation. 

4. Do not use an expired, unlabelled, improperly decanted, unlawfully imported or otherwise 

unidentifiable product. 

5. For a nutritional or feed supplement, check the product's regulatory status. Some products used 

only to maintain normal health, production or performance and making no therapeutic claim 

may be exempt from APVMA registration. A supplement represented as treating, curing or 

preventing a condition may require registration. 

6. If the regulatory status, composition or source cannot be verified, do not use the product until 

advice has been obtained from a veterinarian, the APVMA or the Stewards. 

Important: APVMA registration, a permit or lawful veterinary supply does not mean that a product 

is permitted at all times under the Australian Harness Racing Rules. Racing prohibitions, screening 

limits, withholding guidance and medication restrictions remain separate obligations. 

Useful APVMA references 

• Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 

• Search registered chemical products and permits 

• Animal feed products and supplement registration 

• Buying and selling natural horse products - APVMA factsheet 

5. Race-day and pre-race controls remain in force 

Accurate records do not authorise treatment that is otherwise prohibited. Trainers and persons in 

charge must continue to comply with all medication and prohibited-substance requirements, including: 

• AHRR 188A(5): notify the Stewards no later than one hour before the scheduled start if the horse 

has received antimicrobials (other than procaine penicillin), vaccines or antisera for the prevention 

of disease, or mucolytics within the preceding seven days; 

• AHRR 190: present a horse for a race free of prohibited substances; 

• AHRR 193: do not administer medication on race day before the horse races without Stewards' 

permission; 

• AHRR 196B: do not administer or attempt an injection within one clear day of a race without 

Stewards' permission; 

• AHRR 196C: do not administer an alkalinising agent on race day before the race or within one clear 

day of the race; and 

• AHRR 196D: do not administer or attempt an intra-articular injection within eight clear days of a 

race. 

https://www.apvma.gov.au/
https://www.apvma.gov.au/registrations-and-permits/search-registered-chemical-products-and-permits
https://www.apvma.gov.au/registrations-and-permits/chemical-product-registration/animal-feed-products
https://www.apvma.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication/27176-natural_horse_products_factsheet.pdf
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6. Form, retention and inspection 

• Records may be maintained on paper or electronically, provided they are legible, 

contemporaneous, secure from improper alteration, and capable of prompt production. 

• Do not erase or obscure an entry. Correct an error so that the original entry, the correction, the date 

and the person making the correction remain identifiable. 

• The treatment log and possession register must be retained for at least two years under AHRR 

190B(5). 

• The trainer must produce the log book for inspection when requested by the Stewards under AHRR 

190B(4). Supporting prescriptions, invoices, labels and supply records must also be produced when 

directed. 

• Failure to keep, update, retain or produce compliant records may constitute an offence under AHRR 

190B and may also constitute non-compliance with a Stewards' direction under AHRR 181(3). 

7. HRSA Treatment Record Book 

The HRSA Treatment Record Book template takes effect on 1 October 2026. It contains a Horses in My 

Care register, a Treatment and Administration Log, and a Therapeutic Substances in Possession 

register. It is an administrative aid and does not replace the Australian Harness Racing Rules, an 

official Stable Return or a direction of the Stewards. 

HRSA STEWARDS 

Telephone: 08 8285 0700  |  Email: saharness@saharness.org.au 


	Purpose
	1. Horses in the trainer's care
	2. Treatment and administration log
	Treatments captured by AHRR 190B

	3. Therapeutic substances in possession
	4. APVMA compliance - medicines and supplements
	Useful APVMA references

	5. Race-day and pre-race controls remain in force
	6. Form, retention and inspection
	7. HRSA Treatment Record Book

