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STEWARDS' NOTICE 

PROHIBITED SUBSTANCE SAMPLING AND PUBLICATION PROCESS 

Issued by HRSA Stewards 

Issue date 25 August 2026 

Effective date On publication 

Applies to All persons to whom the AHRR apply 

Authority and rules basis: Harness Racing SA Ltd (HRSA), as the Controlling Body, makes this 

determination under Australian Harness Racing Rule (AHRR) 90(1) and imposes the requirements 

below under AHRR 303(3). Acting under AHRR 300 and the powers in AHRR 15(1)(a), HRSA and 

its Stewards direct participants to comply with those requirements. This Notice is issued under 

AHRR 303(1) and published under AHRR 307. 

Purpose 

Harness Racing SA Ltd (HRSA) conducts prohibited-substance sampling to protect racing integrity, fair 

competition and horse welfare. This Notice explains HRSA’s general approach to the collection, 

analysis and reporting of samples. It does not relate to any particular horse, trainer, stable or 

investigation. 

Key direction: Sampling is a routine integrity activity. Selection alone does not indicate a detection 

or suspected wrongdoing, and a laboratory report alone is not a finding that a person has breached 

the AHRR. 

1. Authority 

Under Australian Harness Racing Rule (AHRR) 189, Stewards may conduct tests and examinations at 

any time and place to determine whether a prohibited substance was or is present in or on a horse. 

The relevant Rules include: 

• AHRR 189 – testing and examination; 

• AHRR 189A – analysis by an approved laboratory; 

• AHRR 190 – presentation of a horse for a race free of prohibited substances; 

• AHRR 190A – out-of-competition testing; 

• AHRR 191 – evidentiary certificates; and 

• AHRR 195 – disqualification following a prohibited-substance detection. 
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2. Selection and collection 

Sampling may be undertaken: 

• randomly or targeted; 

• intelligence-led, risk or investigative basis; 

• at a race meeting or trial; 

• before or after a race; 

• at a stable or other location; and includes, 

• out of competition. 

Samples may include blood, urine, saliva, hair or other matter authorised under the AHRR. 

The selection of a horse for sampling is a routine integrity activity. It does not, by itself, indicate that a 

prohibited substance has been detected or that the trainer, owner or other person is suspected of 

wrongdoing. 

Participants must comply with lawful directions given by Stewards in connection with testing and must 

not interfere with or attempt to prevent the testing process. 

3. Identification and chain of custody 

HRSA’s sampling process includes: 

• verification of the horse’s identity; 

• use of approved and in-date sampling kits; 

• collection by authorised and appropriately trained personnel; 

• collection of blood by a registered veterinarian; 

• recording of the sample type and identifying barcode; 

• sealing and secure storage of each sample; 

• documentation of each transfer of custody; and 

• reconciliation of the sample against HRSA’s collection, dispatch and laboratory records. 

Samples are dispatched under secure chain-of-custody arrangements to Racing Analytical Services 

Limited in Victoria, or another laboratory approved by HRSA. 

4. Laboratory analysis and results 

The approved laboratory analyses each sample and reports the result confidentially to HRSA. 

Each result is reconciled against the relevant sample barcode and dispatch record. Negative results are 

recorded and closed and are not ordinarily published individually. 

Any irregular, atypical, screening or positive laboratory report is referred to the Chairman of Stewards 

for assessment against: 

• the AHRR; 

• the laboratory report and any applicable scientific advice; 

• the sampling and chain-of-custody records; and 

• HRSA’s investigation and results-management processes. 

A laboratory report indicating the presence of a prohibited substance does not, by itself, constitute a 

finding that a person has breached the AHRR. 
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5. Notification, inquiry and publication 

Where Stewards determine that a laboratory result may disclose a prohibited-substance breach: 

1. the relevant trainer and any other affected person will be notified in accordance with the AHRR 

and procedural fairness; 

2. any necessary investigation or Stewards’ inquiry will be commenced; 

3. after the relevant persons have been notified, HRSA will ordinarily publish the fact of the 

detection and the commencement or status of the inquiry; 

4. the affected persons will be given an opportunity to respond to the evidence and allegations; 

and 

5. the outcome of the inquiry, including any charge, finding and penalty, will ordinarily be published 

once the matter has been determined. 

A published detection or inquiry notice records the status of the matter at that time. It should not be 

treated as a finding of guilt unless and until the inquiry has been determined. 

6. Official information 

HRSA does not ordinarily comment publicly on individual samples while laboratory analysis, results 

assessment or participant notification remains incomplete. 

Official information concerning prohibited-substance detections, related Stewards’ inquiries and 

outcomes are published on the HRSA Stewards Matters webpage: 

https://satrots.com.au/stewarding-and-integrity/stewards-matters/ 

Information from any other source should not be treated as having been confirmed by HRSA unless it is 

supported by an official HRSA publication. 

HRSA STEWARDS 

Telephone: 08 8285 0700  |  Email: saharness@saharness.org.au 
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