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STEWARDS' NOTICE 

STABLE RETURNS, B GRADE TRAINER APPROVALS AND 

TRANSFERS OF OWNERSHIP 

Issued by HRSA Stewards 

Issue date 19 August 2026 

Effective date On publication 

Applies to Trainers, managers, owners and other connections of registered horses 

Authority and rules basis: Harness Racing SA Ltd (HRSA), as the Controlling Body, makes this 

determination under Australian Harness Racing Rule (AHRR) 90(1) and imposes the requirements 

below under AHRR 303(3). Acting under AHRR 300 and the powers in AHRR 15(1)(a), HRSA and 

its Stewards direct participants to comply with those requirements. This Notice is issued under 

AHRR 303(1) and published under AHRR 307. 

1. Purpose 

This Notice establishes the process to be followed in South Australia for: 

(a) lodging Stable Returns; 

(b) obtaining approval for a Trainer to train a horse where prior approval is required; 

(c) lodging Stable Returns following approval of a B Grade Trainer to train a horse; and 

(d) accepting electronically signed manual forms; and 

(e) notifying a change in the ownership of a horse. 

The purpose of these requirements is to ensure that HRSA’s records accurately identify the trainer, 

location, ownership and gear particulars of each horse and that all applicable licence conditions have 

been satisfied. 

2. Authority 

This Notice is issued having regard to AHRR 23, 25, 25B, 90-A, 91, 107, 108, 111, 112, 115, 237, 238, 

239A, 242 and 299 and the HRSA Licensing Policy. 

Under AHRR 25, the connections of a horse must lodge a Stable Return containing true and correct 

particulars within the time, manner and form determined by HRSA or the Stewards. 

AHRR 25B also requires a trainer to: 

(a) lodge a Stable Return within 24 hours of a horse joining or leaving the trainer’s stable; and 

(b) lodge an amendment immediately where any particulars recorded on the Stable Return change. 
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3. Stable Returns – online lodgement 

A Stable Return must, in the first instance, be completed and lodged electronically through 

HarnessWeb: 

https://harnessweb.harness.org.au/harnessweb/secure/login.do 

The Trainer and connections must ensure that: 

(a) every required field is completed; 

(b) the trainer, ownership, horse location and gear particulars are accurate; 

(c) the Stable Return is lodged within 24 hours of the horse entering or leaving the Trainer’s stable; 

(d) any change in the recorded particulars is notified immediately; and 

(e) the Trainer is authorised under their licence and any applicable licence conditions to train the 

horse. 

A Stable Return must not be lodged in the name of a Trainer who has not taken responsibility for the 

care, control, supervision and training of the horse. 

4. Prior approval requirements 

A Trainer must obtain written approval before taking possession, care or control of a horse where 

approval is required under: 

(a) the AHRR; 

(b) the HRSA Licensing Policy; 

(c) a condition of the Trainer’s licence; or 

(d) a direction or determination of HRSA or the Stewards. 

In particular, under AHRR 90-A(2.7)(b), a B Grade Trainer may train: 

(a) a horse owned or partly owned by the Trainer; 

(b) a horse owned by the Trainer’s spouse, other domestic partner, parent, sibling or child; or 

(c) any other horse approved by HRSA upon the written application of the Trainer. 

A B Grade Trainer must not take possession, care or control of a horse falling outside paragraphs 4(a) 

and 4(b) directly above, or commence training that horse, unless written approval has first been 

granted. 

The lodging or attempted lodging of a Stable Return does not constitute approval. 

5. Applications for approval 

An application for approval must: 

(a) be made in writing by the Trainer; 

(b) be emailed to saharness@saharness.org.au; 

(c) be made sufficiently in advance to allow HRSA and the Stewards a reasonable opportunity to 

assess it; and 

(d) wherever practicable, be lodged at least five business days before the proposed date on which the 

Trainer will take possession of the horse. 

An application must include: 

(a) the Trainer’s full name, licence grade, licence or customer number and contact details; 

(b) the registered name and registration number of the horse; 

(c) the name of every owner, each ownership percentage and the name of the Manager; 

(d) the Trainer’s relationship, if any, to each owner; 

(e) the name of the horse’s current Trainer; 

(f) the proposed date on which the horse will enter the applicant’s stable; 

(g) the address of the registered training establishment at which the horse will be kept; 

(h) the intended purpose and anticipated duration of the training arrangement; 

(i) the reason approval is sought; 

(j) the number of horses presently trained by the applicant and any information relevant to the 

applicant’s capacity to provide proper care, training and supervision; 

(k) confirmation from the Manager or owner that the proposed training arrangement is authorised; 

https://harnessweb.harness.org.au/harnessweb/secure/login.do
mailto:saharness@saharness.org.au
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(l) details of any known welfare, veterinary, behavioural, ownership, licensing or integrity issue 

relevant to the application; 

(m) details of any disqualified or otherwise ineligible person who has or may have an interest in the 

horse or the proposed arrangement; and 

(n) any other information or documents requested by HRSA or the Stewards. 

An application is not approved unless and until written approval is issued by HRSA or the Stewards. 

Applicants must not assume that approval will be granted. 

Approval may be granted subject to conditions and may be withdrawn or varied. 

6. Stable Returns following approval of a B Grade Trainer 

Where a B Grade Trainer is granted approval to train a horse under AHRR 90-A(2.7)(b), the associated 

Stable Return cannot presently be lodged through HarnessWeb. The Trainer must instead complete 

Form 19 – Stable Return and Gear Form: 

https://satrots.com.au/wp-content/uploads/docs/2026/01/Form-19_Stable-Return-Gear-Form.pdf 

The Trainer must: 

(a) complete every applicable part of the form; 

(b) identify all owners and the Manager; 

(c) provide the horse’s correct stabling address; 

(d) provide the Trainer’s licence and contact details; 

(e) complete the gear particulars; 

(f) sign and date the declaration; 

(g) attach a copy of the written approval; and 

(h) email the completed form and approval to saharness@saharness.org.au. 

The Stable Return must be lodged within 24 hours of the horse entering the Trainer’s stable. Applicable 

gear particulars must also be notified within the period required by the AHRR and the form. 

Incomplete or inaccurate forms will not be processed and may delay the horse becoming eligible to be 

nominated or started. 

7. Electronic signatures on manual forms 

HRSA will accept a Form 19 – Stable Return and Gear Form signed electronically, including through 

Adobe Acrobat Sign, DocuSign, Dropbox Sign or an equivalent electronic-signature platform. 

An electronic signature will be accepted only where: 

(a) the signer personally applies the signature using the signer’s own email account or secure signing 

link; 

(b) the signing method identifies the signer and records the signer’s intention to approve the 

information in the document; 

(c) the completed document remains complete and unaltered after signing; 

(d) the platform produces a verifiable completion certificate or audit trail recording, at a minimum, the 

signer’s name and email address, the date and time of signing, the document or transaction 

identifier and the signing-event history; and 

(e) the completed signed document and the completion certificate or audit trail are lodged with HRSA. 

A typed name, pasted image of a signature or other electronic mark without the supporting completion 

certificate or audit trail does not, by itself, satisfy this section. 

A Manager may arrange for a document to be circulated for signature but must not access or use 

another person’s signing credentials or apply, adopt or authorise a signature on that person’s behalf. 

HRSA may contact a signer directly and may require proof of identity, the original electronic record, the 

platform completion certificate or audit trail, direct email confirmation or re-execution of the document 

before it is accepted or processed. 

8. Transfers of ownership – online process 

A change in ownership must, in the first instance, be completed electronically through HarnessWeb. 

https://satrots.com.au/wp-content/uploads/docs/2026/01/Form-19_Stable-Return-Gear-Form.pdf
mailto:saharness@saharness.org.au
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The Manager should coordinate the transfer and ensure that all outgoing and incoming owners 

complete the required online process. 

The use of HarnessWeb is strongly preferred because each owner can provide or confirm their own 

information without another person purporting to sign on their behalf. 

Under AHRR 111, the transfer must be lodged: 

(a) within seven days of the transfer taking place; or 

(b) at least 24 hours before the horse is entered for a race, 

whichever occurs first. 

A change in ownership does not take effect for racing purposes until it has been registered by HRSA. 

9. Minimum age of owners 

Under AHRR 107, unless HRSA approves, a person under 18 years of age cannot own, lease or 

otherwise have a legal interest in a horse. 

HRSA does not give general approval for persons under 18 years of age to hold an ownership interest. 

A person under 18 must not be entered or named as an incoming owner through HarnessWeb or on a 

manual Transfer of Ownership form unless HRSA has first granted specific written approval in that 

case. 

Any application seeking exceptional approval must be made in writing to saharness@saharness.org.au 

before the ownership, lease or other legal interest is acquired and sufficiently in advance to allow HRSA 

to assess it. Approval must not be assumed, and a transfer involving a person under 18 will not be 

registered unless and until written approval is granted. 

The manual Transfer of Ownership form requires the date of birth of every incoming owner. That 

information must be completed accurately and will be used by HRSA to assess compliance with AHRR 

107. A transfer involving a person under 18 years of age will not be registered unless HRSA has 

granted prior written approval. 

10. Manual transfers of ownership 

Where an ownership transfer cannot reasonably be completed through HarnessWeb, the approved 

Transfer of Ownership form must be used: 

https://satrots.com.au/wp-content/uploads/docs/2026/01/Transfer-of-Ownership.pdf 

The completed form must be emailed to saharness@saharness.org.au 

The Manager is responsible for coordinating the completion and lodgement of the form and for taking 

reasonable steps to ensure that the particulars supplied for every owner are complete and correct. 

This does not remove the responsibility of each outgoing and incoming owner under AHRR 111 to 

participate in and confirm the transfer. 

The form must include, where applicable: 

(a) the complete details of the horse; 

(b) the date and terms of the transfer; 

(c) the purchase price or other consideration; 

(d) the full name, residential address, date of birth, contact details and customer number of each 

owner; 

(e) each ownership percentage, totalling 100 per cent; 

(f) the relevant GST or hobbyist particulars; 

(g) the nominated banking particulars; and 

(h) the signature or approved separate confirmation of every outgoing and incoming owner. 

11. Separate owner confirmation where a signature cannot be obtained 

A Manager or other person must not sign, copy, reproduce, insert or create the signature of another 

person. 

Where an outgoing or incoming owner is unable to personally sign the manual form, the following 

alternative process may be used: 

mailto:saharness@saharness.org.au
https://satrots.com.au/wp-content/uploads/docs/2026/01/Transfer-of-Ownership.pdf
mailto:saharness@saharness.org.au
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(a) the relevant signature field must be left unsigned and clearly marked “Separate email confirmation 

to follow”; 

(b) the remainder of that owner’s particulars must be completed on the form; 

(c) the owner must personally send a separate email directly to saharness@saharness.org.au from 

their own current email address; 

(d) the email must not merely be forwarded to HRSA by the Manager or another person; and 

(e) the email must contain the following confirmation: 

“I, [FULL NAME], of [RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS], date of birth [DATE OF BIRTH] and 

customer number [NUMBER, IF APPLICABLE], confirm that I am an incoming/outgoing 

owner of [HORSE NAME]. 

I confirm that my ownership interest following the transfer will be [PERCENTAGE]% and that 

the transfer occurred or is to occur on [DATE]. 

I have reviewed the particulars attributed to me in the Transfer of Ownership form lodged 

with HRSA and confirm that they are true and correct. I consent to HRSA registering the 

transfer on the basis of the form and this email. I agree to be bound by the Australian 

Harness Racing Rules and confirm the GST, hobbyist and prize money arrangements stated 

in the form.” 

An outgoing owner should also confirm the consideration or purchase price stated in the form. 

HRSA may contact an owner directly or require proof of identity, further information or additional 

documentation before processing the transfer. 

The transfer will not be processed until HRSA has received all required owner confirmations and is 

satisfied as to the identity and authority of each person. 

12. False signatures and information 

No person is authorised to sign a Stable Return, Transfer of Ownership form or other document in the 

name of another person unless a lawful written authority accepted by HRSA permits that person to do 

so. This does not prevent a person from applying their own electronic signature in accordance with 

section 7 of this Notice. 

A person must not: 

(a) forge or imitate another person’s signature; 

(b) insert an electronic image of another person’s signature without express authority; 

(c) state or imply that another person signed or approved a document when they did not; 

(d) provide false or misleading ownership information; or 

(e) omit a person who holds an ownership right or interest in a horse. 

Such conduct may constitute an offence under the AHRR, including AHRR 238, 239A, 241, 242 or 243, 

and may be referred to the Stewards for inquiry. 

13. Processing and compliance 

Failure to follow the requirements of this Notice may result in: 

(a) processing delays; 

(b) a request for further information or verification; 

(c) rejection of an incomplete Stable Return or transfer; 

(d) rejection or cancellation of a nomination; 

(e) the horse being ineligible to race or trial until the records are corrected; 

(f) refusal to register an ownership change; and/or 

(g) disciplinary or licensing action under the AHRR. 

Trainers, Managers and owners should allow sufficient time for all approvals and registrations to be 

completed. Urgency created by a late or incomplete application does not require HRSA or the Stewards 

to approve or process the matter before it has been properly assessed. 

For assistance, contact HRSA at saharness@saharness.org.au or telephone 08 8285 0700. 

Issued by order of Harness Racing South Australia and the Stewards. 

HRSA STEWARDS 

Telephone: 08 8285 0700  |  Email: saharness@saharness.org.au 

mailto:saharness@saharness.org.au
mailto:saharness@saharness.org.au
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