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MUDGUARDS AND SPLASH SHEETS - MANDATORY AVAILABILITY

Issued by HRSA Stewards

Issue date Date of publication

Effective date 1 September 2026

Applies to Drivers engaged at HRSA race meetings

Authority and rules basis: Harness Racing South Australia Limited (HRSA), as the Controlling
Body, makes this determination and issues the directions in this Notice under AHRR 15(1)(a),
15(1)(j), 15(1)(k), 15(1)(ae), 238, 271, 271A, 273, 300 and 303(1). This Notice is published under
AHRR 307.

Purpose

Mudguards and splash sheets may be required where rain, surface water or a rain-affected track
creates spray that may impair visibility or otherwise affect the safe conduct of a race meeting.

This Notice ensures that the required equipment is immediately available whenever Stewards
determine that it must be fitted.

Key direction: Every driver engaged to drive at an HRSA race meeting must bring a complete set
of mudguards and a splash sheet and keep the equipment readily accessible at the racecourse.
The equipment must be fitted whenever directed by the Stewards.

1. Rules basis

Harness Racing South Australia Limited (HRSA), as the Controlling Body, and the Stewards act under
the Australian Harness Racing Rules, including:

¢ AHRR 15(1)(a), which empowers Stewards to direct and control the activities of licensed persons
concerning the application of the Rules;

o AHRR 15(1)(j), which empowers Stewards to issue publications and notices;

¢ AHRR 15(1)(k), which empowers Stewards to inspect equipment;

¢ AHRR 15(1)(ae), which empowers Stewards to do anything else reasonably necessary for the
performance of their duties;

¢ AHRR 238, which requires compliance with an order, direction or requirement of HRA, the
Controlling Body or the Stewards relating to harness racing or the harness racing industry;

¢ AHRR 271 and 271A, concerning approved sulkies and applicable sulky standards;

e AHRR 273, concerning the approval, fitting, security, quality, condition and modification of gear and
equipment;

¢ AHRR 300, under which the Controlling Body, or a person authorised by it, may exercise powers
conferred on the Stewards;

¢ AHRR 303(1), concerning instruments and documents issued to give effect to the Rules; and

¢ AHRR 307, concerning publication of requirements, directions and determinations of general
application.
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2. Determination: equipment to be available
Every driver engaged to drive at a race meeting conducted under the jurisdiction of HRSA must:

¢ bring to the racecourse a complete set of mudguards and a splash sheet;

keep that equipment readily accessible at the racecourse throughout the driver's engagements at
the meeting;

ensure that the equipment is suitable and compatible with each sulky the driver intends to use;
ensure that the equipment is serviceable, secure and capable of being properly fitted; and
produce the equipment for inspection when directed by the Stewards or an authorised official.

A complete set includes mudguards suitable for both sulky wheels and a suitable splash sheet.

The equipment need not be owned personally by the driver. However, the driver must have immediate
and reliable access to it at the racecourse. Reliance on equipment that may not be available when
required does not satisfy this Notice.

3. Direction to fit equipment

Where the Stewards consider that weather, track conditions, surface water, visibility or safety
considerations warrant the use of mudguards and splash sheets, they may direct that the equipment be
fitted:

o for a particular race;

¢ for specified races; or

o for the remainder of the meeting.
A direction may be given before or during a meeting and may be communicated by announcement,
direct instruction or any other means considered appropriate by the Stewards.

A driver must not enter the track for a race after such a direction has been given unless the sulky to be
used is fitted with:

e mudguards on both wheels; and
¢ a splash sheet.

4. Fitting and condition
Mudguards and splash sheets must:

¢ be fitted correctly and securely;

be of sufficient quality and strength for racing;

be maintained in good and serviceable condition;

not interfere with the horse, driver, sulky or any other participant; and

comply with the Australian Harness Racing Rules, applicable HRA standards and any direction of
the Stewards.

The driver must allow sufficient time for the equipment to be fitted without delaying the scheduled start
of a race.

5. Driver responsibility
The obligation imposed by this Notice rests with the driver.

A driver remains responsible for compliance notwithstanding that the sulky or equipment is owned,
transported, maintained or supplied by a trainer, owner or another person.

Drivers should confirm the availability and compatibility of the required equipment before travelling to a
meeting.
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6. Compliance and enforcement
A driver who:

o fails to bring or have the required equipment readily available;

o fails to produce the equipment when directed;

o fails to fit the equipment when directed;

e presents equipment that is unsuitable, insecure, damaged or otherwise non-compliant; or
e causes an unreasonable delay while obtaining or fitting the equipment,

may be found to have failed to comply with this Notice or a direction of the Stewards.
Without limiting any other power available under the Rules, the Stewards may:

¢ direct that non-compliant equipment or a non-compliant sulky not be used;
e require the equipment to be repaired, replaced or refitted;

substitute the driver where necessary;

take action under AHRR 238 or any other applicable Rule; and

impose any penalty or other regulatory action permitted by the Rules.

7. Commencement and application
This determination and direction takes effect on 1 September 2026.

It applies to every driver engaged at a race meeting conducted under the jurisdiction of HRSA,
irrespective of the weather forecast or track condition expected before the meeting.

This Notice remains in force until amended or withdrawn by HRSA or the Stewards.

Issued by order of Harness Racing South Australia and the Stewards.
HRSA STEWARDS

Telephone: 08 8285 0700 | Email: saharness@saharness.org.au
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