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STEWARDS' NOTICE 

RETIREMENT OR DEATH OF A REGISTERED HORSE 

Issued by HRSA Stewards 

Issue date Date of publication 

Effective date On publication 

Applies to Owners and trainers of registered horses 

Authority and rules basis: Participant obligations concerning the retirement or death of a 

registered horse are established by Australian Trotting Stud Book Regulation (ATSBR) 11. Harness 

Racing South Australia Limited (HRSA), as the Controlling Body, issues this Notice under AHRR 

303(1) and publishes it under AHRR 307. 

Purpose 

This Notice summarises the obligations of owners and trainers when a registered horse is retired from 

racing or dies, and reproduces ATSBR 11 for reference. 

Action required: Notify the relevant bodies within the required timeframes, return the horse's 

registration certificate when required, and do not dispose of a deceased horse's carcass without 

permission. 

1. Death of a registered horse 

The owner or trainer must: 

• Immediately notify the Stewards if a registered horse dies while in the care of a licensed trainer. 

• In any other case, notify HRA and HRSA or the Stewards within 24 hours of the horse’s death. 

• Comply with any direction given by HRA, HRSA or the Stewards to verify the death. 

• Obtain permission from the Stewards or HRSA before disposing of the horse’s carcass. 

• Return the horse’s registration certificate to HRA within seven days of the notification, if the 

certificate is in your possession. 

Important: Failure to comply with these requirements constitutes an offence under the ATSBR. 

2. Retirement of a registered horse 

When a registered horse is retired from racing, or a decision is made not to race the horse - including 

where the horse is retained for breeding - the owner must notify the Registrar within seven days by 

lodging the prescribed form. 

Submit: Form R25-A - Deregistration/Death Form, or notify HRA in another manner determined by 

HRA. 

Racing status: A horse notified as retired is ineligible to race unless it is re-registered. 

https://hra.harness.org.au/hra/form-R25A-deregistration-death-form.pdf
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3. Australian Trotting Stud Book Regulation 11 

Retirement or Death of a Horse 

(1) HRA may, on application made by the owner of a horse, withdraw the registration certificate of a 

horse. 

(2) Notification of retirement or death shall be given to HRA on Form R25-A or in such manner or form 

as may be determined by HRA. 

(3)(a) Where a registered horse has been retired from racing or a decision has been made not to race 

the horse, the owner of the horse at the time of its retirement from racing must, within seven days of the 

horse’s retirement, notify the Registrar by lodging the relevant form prescribed by the Registrar. 

(3)(b) Where a registered horse has been retired from racing or a decision has been made not to race 

the horse but retain it for purposes of breeding, the owner of a horse at the time of its retirement from 

breeding must, within seven days of the horse’s retirement, notify the Registrar by lodging the relevant 

form prescribed by the Registrar. 

(4) The owner or trainer of a registered horse at the time of its death shall: 

(a) In the case of a horse which dies whilst in the care of a licensed trainer, immediately notify the 

Stewards of the death. 

(b) In any other case, notify HRA and the Controlling Body or Stewards of the death within twenty four 

hours of its occurrence. 

(5) A notification of death under subrule (4) shall be in writing or such other form as HRA, the 

Controlling Body or Stewards may determine. 

(6) The person in possession of the dead horse’s registration certificate shall, within seven days of such 

notification, return the certificate to HRA. 

(7) The owner or trainer shall comply with any direction given by HRA, the Stewards or the Controlling 

Body to verify the death. 

(8) The owner or trainer of a horse whose death has been notified, or which should have been notified, 

under subrule (4)(a) shall not dispose of the carcass without the permission of the Stewards or the 

Controlling Body. 

(9) Where notification has been given in accordance with subrule (3), the horse will be ineligible to race 

unless it is re-registered. 

(10) Subrules (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8) and (9) are Offence Provisions. 

4. Further information and notifications 

For further information or to make a notification, contact HRSA or the Stewards. 

Issued by order of Harness Racing South Australia and the Stewards. 

HRSA STEWARDS 

Telephone: 08 8285 2899  |  Email: saharness@saharness.org.au 
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