
HRSA INDUSTRY ANNOUNCEMENT  
Prizemoney Structure – Effective 1 January 2026 

Harness Racing South Australia (HRSA) wishes to advise all participants and 
stakeholders that Harness Racing Australia (HRA) has formally approved a package of 
national handicapping reforms that will come into effect from 1 January 2026. 

These changes are the outcome of a comprehensive 12–18-month review process, 
undertaken through: 

• multiple HRA and jurisdictional committee meetings, 

• detailed operational and technical analysis, and 

• industry consultation with trainers, drivers, owners, administrators, and 
representative bodies. 

The HRA Executive has now endorsed the reforms, which will be adopted uniformly 
across all states. The changes are designed to enhance national consistency, provide 
further support to juvenile horses, improve the balance of horses that are above and 
below the NR50 starting point, and promote competitive racing with stronger appeal to 
the wagering market. 

New Ratings Points Matrix (Open Age) 

The following matrix will apply to all open-age races from 1 January 2026: 

$ $ 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th + 

0 5000 3 0 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

5001 8000 4 0 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

8001 11000 5 1 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

11001 16000 6 1 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

16001 26000 7 2 1 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

26001 50000 8 2 1 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

50001 ~ 9 3 2 0 0 0 



 

New Ratings Points Matrix (Juvenile 2/3Yr Old Only) 

The following matrix will apply to all juvenile races from 1 January 2026: 

$ $ 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th + 

0 5000 1 0 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

5001 8000 2 0 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

8001 11000 2 0 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

11001 16000 3 0 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

16001 26000 3 1 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

26001 50000 4 1 0 0 0 Refer to Rule 3.3 

50001 ~ 4 1 1 0 0 0 

Local Programming and Prizemoney Structure Adjustments 

As a result of the national changes to the Ratings Points Matrix, HRSA will implement 
several local programming adjustments to ensure South Australian participants continue 
to maximise earning opportunities. HRSA will maintain its current strategy of paying 
prizemoney at the upper end of each ratings band, ensuring that local participants earn 
as much as possible per rating point accrued. Accordingly, the majority of races 
programmed in South Australia will be conducted at $3,500 (Ratings Exempt), $5,000, 
$8,000 and $11,000 levels. 

From January 2026 to June 2026, HRSA’s standard weekly meeting structure (excluding 
features) will be as follows: 

1. Premium Saturday Meeting – Globe Derby:  
6 × $8,000 races  
2 × $5,000 races 
Additional races programmed at $3,500 or $5,000. 
Second Division of any divided race conducted at $3,500. 



2. Mid-Week Meeting – Globe Derby & Gawler: 
3 × $5,000 races 
5 × $3,500 races 
Additional races programmed at $3,500 or $5,000. 
Second Division of any divided race conducted at $3,500. 
 

3. Port Pirie & Mount Gambier Meetings:  
4 × $5,000 races  
4 × $3,500 races 
Additional races programmed at $3,500. 
Second Division of any divided race, conducted at $3,500 

Ratings Exempt Prizemoney Threshold 

The ratings exempt threshold has been increased from $3,000 to $3,500. 

Local Concessions 

The HRSA local concessions will still apply. 

Summary 

This restructure does not result in any change to HRSA’s total prizemoney budget for the 
second half of FY26, ensuring financial stability while aligning with the new national 
handicapping framework. However, these changes will result in a majority of 
programmed races being conducted for $500-$1,000 more per race from current levels. 
The minimum prizemoney threshold in SA will now be $3,500. 

HRSA remains committed to providing the highest possible level of support to South 
Australian participants, ensuring that opportunities to accrue rating points and earn 
prizemoney are maximised under the updated national framework. HRSA will continue to 
monitor the impact of these changes and provide guidance to participants as required. 
Further announcements and guidance regarding other handicapping changes will be 
made in the coming week, including supplementary information on juvenile races, 
dropback provisions, and race programming adjustments. 

The full Australian Handicapping Rules can be found here 

 

https://www.harness.org.au/rules/AUSTHCPR.PDF

