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Harness Racing South Australia (HRSA) has implemented the following updated Standing Start Re-
handicapping Policy to ensure fairness and consistency in all standing start races conducted 
across the state. This policy applies to all standing start races, regardless of gait, race conditions, 
or class. 
 
1. Purpose 
To improve the safety, consistency, and equity of standing start race conditions by: 

• Reducing the risk of interference caused by overcrowded front lines 
• Ensuring transparent and consistent allocation of handicaps 
• Aligning re-handicaps with pre-published race conditions 

 
2. Maximum Starters Per Handicap 
No more than six (6) horses may start from any one handicap mark if there is at least one runner 
handicapped directly behind that mark (i.e. off the next 10-metre line). This rule applies across all 
handicap marks (e.g. front line, 10-metre, 20-metre, etc.). 
 
3. Re-handicapping Procedure 
If more than six (6) horses are handicapped on the same mark and at least one horse is 
handicapped directly behind them: 

• One or more horses will be re-handicapped by an additional 10 metres in order to reduce 
the number of horses on that mark to six. 

• The selection of horses to be re-handicapped will be determined according to the barrier 
draw conditions of the race, as pre-published. These may include but are not limited to: 
Lifetime Wins (LTW), Dollars Earned in the Last Five Starts ($L5), National Rating (NR), 
Random Barrier Draw (RBD). 

• If two or more horses are equal under the relevant barrier draw condition(s), or if the race 
includes a random barrier draw, a random ballot will be conducted between those horses 
to determine which will be re-handicapped. 

• Any horse that is randomly selected for re-handicapping, due to a random barrier draw or a 
random ballot between tied horses, will be exempt from the next random re-handicapping 
ballot on the next occasion it accepts for a race and is allocated the same handicap as six 
(6) or more other runners. 

4. Draw of Re-handicapped horses 
• Re-handicapped horses will draw to the inside of any horse which has not been re-

handicapped, unless the re-handicapped horse is ODS or RODS. 
• Re-handicapped horses which are ODS will be drawn outside of any horse which is in the 

draw on the new mark but inside any ODS horse that has not been re-handicapped 
• Any horse re-handicapped which is RODS will be drawn outside of any horse which is in the 

draw or ODS, but inside any RODS horse that has not been re-handicapped. 
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5. Notification 
Trainers of any horse selected for re-handicap will be notified prior to field selection, along with the 
reason for re-handicap (e.g. barrier condition or ballot), and will be provided with the option to 
withdraw without penalty. 
 
6. No Runners Off Next Strand – Alternate Arrangement 
If more than six (6) horses are handicapped off a mark and there are no runners handicapped 
directly behind that mark (i.e. the next 10-metre strand is unused), then: 

• All horses will remain on their original mark, and 
• A second row will be created on that mark (e.g. 7th and subsequent runners will start on the 

second row). 
 
7. Additional Notes 
A maximum of 12 runners, plus one emergency, may be drawn in any standing start race in South 
Australia. 
 
No horse can be subject to more than one re-handicap in any given race under this policy. 
 
If a driver concession claim has been utilised to receive a 10-metre handicap benefit, the trainer 
may elect to use a senior driver if the horse is re-handicapped. 
 
8. Review and Feedback 
This policy will remain in place until further notice and is subject to periodic review by HRSA. 
Stakeholder feedback may be submitted to the Racing Office for consideration. 
 


