
HRA TRACEABILITY JOURNEY 

Rule 96A introduced - owners must notify horse 
retirement or death within specific timelines.

MAY 2016

HORSE RETIREMENT
Automated historical updates in the 
database, 185,000 horses aged 35+ 
recorded as deceased, 150,000 aged 
20+ recorded as retired.

NOV 2016

AUTOMATED RECORDS
Microchipping introduced in 
conjunction with neckbrand.

MICROCHIPPING 

Microchipping review complete, 
phasing out of brands begin.

REVIEW - 
MICROCHIPPINGHRA Equine Welfare Strategy 

published.

SEP 2020

HRA WELFARE
Open letter to industry 
published, explaining 
equine welfare strategy and 
seeking cooperation.

APRIL 2023

EXPLAINING
WELFARE 

PORTAL GOES LIVE HRA OFFICIALLY IMPLEMENT 
NEW TRACEABILITY RULES, 
MANDATORY HORSE STATUS 
UPDATES WITHIN 24HRS
OF ANY CHANGES.

CHANGES MADE TO DECEASED AND RETIRED 
CATEGORIES BASED ON 6 YEARS OF REAL DATA.

Status update function in HarnessWeb 
goes live (voluntary process), covering 
horse lifecycle and location.

HORSE STATUS 

MARCH 2020

External audit commissioned on industry 
processes and data relating to equine 
traceability due to media/activist/govt 
intervention.

EXTERNAL AUDIT 

Online retirement and 
death notification 
introduced via 
HarnessWeb (Industry 
interface with database).

Industry feedback 
sought on usability, 
minor upgrades 
made.

FEEDBACK

ONLINE 
RETIREMENT

External audit (Parker Report) finalized 
with 45 recommendations for HRA 
Equine Welfare Strategy.

WELFARE STRATEGY

DEC 2021

ONTRACK STEWARDS PORTAL GOES LIVE
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