
   
  

HRSA POLICY - CODE OF CONDUCT (PARTICIPANTS) 
 

BACKGROUND 

This Code of Conduct Policy seeks to establish a common understanding of the standards of 
behaviour and presentation expected of licenced persons in the South Australian harness 
racing industry.  The Policy will also promote and strengthen the reputation and integrity of 
the industry. 

The privilege of a licence comes with certain responsibilities, including upholding the good 
name of racing and behaving in an appropriate manner. Licencees shall not at any time 
engage in conduct that could bring them or harness racing into disrepute. A licence may, 
therefore, be withdrawn or denied by HRSA at any time where HRSA determines that the 
conduct of a licensee or prospective licensee is inconsistent with the best interests of the 
industry and those who participate in it. 

 

AUSTRALIAN HARNESS RACING RULES 

HRSA has adopted this Policy to assist all licencees to understand the behaviour expected 
of them.  

This Policy compliments the Australian Harnessing Racing Rules, especially: 

HR 90. (6) A licence may be suspended or cancelled: 

(b) by the Controlling Body where the Controlling Body is satisfied that the person 
holding the licence is not a fit and proper person to be associated with harness racing. 

HR231.(1) A person shall not threaten, harass, intimidate, abuse, assault or otherwise  
interfere improperly with anyone employed, engaged or participating in the harness 
racing industry or otherwise having a connection with it. 
(2) A person shall not misconduct himself in any way. 

HR 248. A person shall not say, publish or write or cause to be said, published or written  
anything malicious, intimidatory or otherwise improper about the Controlling Body, its 
members and employees or the Stewards or anyone else associated with the harness 
racing industry. 
 

This Policy compliments and all participants are encouraged to read and familiarise 
themselves with both; 

(i) The HRSA POLICY – SOCIAL MEDIA; and 
(ii) The HRSA POLICY – LICENSING POLICY 

 
Both Policies are available on the HRSA website. 

 

POLICY 

This Policy shall apply to all Licensed Persons involved in the harness racing industry in 
South Australia, and includes participants visiting from other jurisdictions. 



   
  
 

The following conduct/behaviour shall be deemed unacceptable: 

• Conduct and/or comment that is offensive, malicious, belittling, abusive or 
threatening to another person; 

• Improper or foul language; 
• All forms of abuse on any grounds whatsoever, including verbal and written; 
• Actions that put another person at risk of harm, including aggressive and/or 

violent physical acts and threatening behaviour; 
• Failure to pay debts that relate to products, or services, acquired, consumed or 

provided through participation in the harness racing industry, failing to adhere to 
the terms of a contract in regard to any service associated with the ownership or 
training of a horse; 

• Posting comments or material including pics on social media/networking sites 
that are improper and/or inappropriate to the harness racing industry or otherwise 
in breach of the HRSA Social Media Policy; 

 

NOTE - Comments made on social media are considered published content and the same 
principles apply to on-line comment as any other kind of public comment.  Participants are 
urged to understand material on-line effectively lasts forever, may be replicated endlessly 
and may be sent to recipients who were not expected to see it, or who may view it out of 
context.  On-line comments may be subject not only to the Australian Harness Racing Rules 
but also to the law in relation to defamation and intimidation. 
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