CURRENT TROTTERS PROGRAMMING SCHEDULES & PHILOSOPHIES

Below is an outline of the current method of programming of the various classes of trotter in SA:

2YO TROTTERS

Commence programming 2yo only trotters races in September.

Weekly races programmed from September through to the end of the Calendar year.
Standing starts from September leading up to Parker Classic on October 14, with a similar
structure to the BOTRA Kindergarten Series for pacers conducted earlier in the season being
used.

Commence programming mobile starts from late October leading up to Southern Cross in
Late November/Early December.

3YO TROTTERS

Commenced programming 3yo & older trotters races in June.

Weekly races programmed from June through to December.

It is the desire of HRSA and participants to conduct 3yo only trotters races, however due to
numbers this will not always be achievable

Moving forward, many 3yo & older trotters races will have a stipulation that should there be
sufficient numbers the race will be divided by age.

Combination of Standing starts and Mobile starts throughout this period.

In 3yo & older standing start handicaps the general philosophy is that 3yo maidens will start
off the front, with 4yo & older maidens and winning 3yo’s starting off 10 metres, with all
other 4yo & older trotters and 3yo’s with multiple wins handicapped a minimum of 20
metres.

LOW LIFETIME WIN TROTTERS

Combination of mobile and standing start handicaps have been programmed weekly in 2023
for trotters with low lifetime wins.

Standing start handicaps generally as follows: Nil lifetime wins — Front, 1 lifetime win — 10
metres, 2 to 3 lifetime wins — 20 metres, 4 to 5 lifetime wins — 30 metres.

Winning horses with nil wins in their last x number of starts can receive a 10 metre reduction
in their handicap.

LOWER RATED TROTTERS

Most weeks 2 trotters races programmed with a maximum rating permitted.

Maximum rating for one race is generally 53 to 57, with the other race capped at a lower
rating.

Rotate between mobiles and standing start handicaps.

Trotters with less than 10 wins (excluding 2yo wins) are eligible to use the Local Ratings
Concession Policy for both eligibility and handicap/barrier draw in these races.

In Ratings handicap races horses rated above the maximum front mark are generally
handicapped an additional 10 metres for every 4 rating points above the limit of the front
mark.

In $3,000 ratings exempt races horses are penalised an additional 10 metres for every 2
ratings exempt in their last 10 starts.

This avoids the situation of a horse winning multiple races and not being rehandicapped.

HIGHER RATED TROTTERS

One trotters race is programmed most weeks with no maximum rating.
Combination of standing start handicaps and mobiles, with a heavier focus on stands.



e Commencing in May, standing starts are no longer programmed as straight discretionary
events.

e Feedback received was that the open class trotter was the only grade of horse that was
being penalised for every win.

e Every other grade of pacer and trotter can win multiple races before progressing to the next
grade or handicap under our current programming.

e The suggestion was that the philosophy of penalising these trotters 10 metres after every
discretionary win was resulting in horses getting back ‘on their mark’ very rapidly, forcing
owners to relocate these horse interstate to seek more suitable racing options.

e In an effort to retain these horses for a longer period, we have introduced a maximum
handicap for trotters based on their rating in most standing start handicaps.

e Ensures that horses are not automatically rehandicapped 10 metres for every win.

e Also, trotters with less than 10 wins (excluding 2yo wins) can now benefit from the local
concession policy in open trotters standing start event, assisting them in their progression
into the open ranks.

Any questions, queries, feedback or suggestions on ways you believe could improve the
programming of trotters races is certainly welcomed.



