
MINUTES OF MEETING 

Industry Advisory Committee 
Wednesday 11th May 2022 @ 7:00pm 
Location: GDP Committee Room  
 

Attendees: 

Scott Barclay (Chair), Darren Billinger (DB); Anne Mowday (AM); Richard Miller (RM) 
[SAHRC], Toby Ryan (TR); Mario Borg (MB) [SACHRCA], Aaron Bain (AB) [SA BOTRA], 
Sharon Cimarosti (SC); David Thuen (DT) [HRSA]. 
Meeting opened at 7:00pm 

 
1 Welcome  

Chair welcomed all to the committee meeting and thanked all for attending. Newly 
appointed HRSA Board Member Sharon Cimarosti was introduced to the Committee 
Members. 
 

1.1   Apologies –Tyson Linke (TL), Dean Elliott (DE);     
 
1.2   Conflicts –   None 
 
1.3   Confirmation Of Minutes – Confirmed by AB, seconded by RM. 
 
 
1.4   Action Item Progress 
 
I) Integrity Task Force 
 
The Chair reported that DE had recently met with new Racing Minister Katrine Hildyard MP, to 
discuss the concept of creating a racing integrity task force. The meeting was positive and DE 
is optimistic that funding from the government is a genuine possibility. 
 
In addition, the government have agreed to review the POC Tax percentage allocated to the 
codes. 
 
SC reported that TRSA and GRSA are not interested in forming a combined integrity task 
force, as the bodies are concerned that resources would not be readily available to all 3 codes 
at all times. 
 
IAC members agreed and recommended that HRSA create an Integrity Task Force solely for 
our code. 
 
 

 ACTIONS:  
1. DE to continue negotiations with Government to Create an Integrity Task 

Force. 
 
 
 
 



II) Swabbing 
 
SB advised that the HRSA Board discussed the concerns of the IAC with regards to the 
timeframe between horses being swabbed and prize money being released. 
 
Racing Analytical Services Limited, where all HRSA swabs are sent for analysis, advised that 
they receive swabs from multiple states and codes and do not prioritise any jurisdiction over 
another. Swabs are analysed in the order they are received and therefore there is no 
opportunity for the results of swabs to be obtained any sooner. 
 
SB further advised the HRSA Board would be considering lifting the threshold of races in 
which prizemoney is released prior to the results of swabs being known at the next Board 
Meeting. 
 
IAC members clarified that the current threshold of $3,000 refers to the total value of the race, 
not the amount of prizemoney won by an individual horse. 
 
 
SB also advised that the Acting COS will be attending the next HRSA Board Meeting to 
discuss the swabbing process in its entirety, among other topics. 
 
The IAC presented the following points they would like the HRSA Board to discuss with the 
Acting COS: 
 

• Could the Swabbing Budget be reduced by more strategic swabbing? 
• If so, could the monies saved be used for race day surveillance at private training 

facilities? 
• What authority do stewards have with respect to entering private training properties? 
• What is the current approach with regards to selecting pre and post race swabs? 
• Can the status of Steward Inquiries be more readily available to the public? 

 
 

ACTIONS:  
  

1. SB to recommend to HRSA Board an increase to the current threshold of 
races in which prizemoney is released prior to the result of a swab being 
known. (Currently $3,000 total value of race, suggest increase to $3,000 
won by the individual horse)  
 

2. SB & SC to present IAC queries for Acting COS at next HRSA Board 
Meeting and report back to IAC  

 

 
2 New Business  
 
 
2.0 Update On Integrity & Welfare 
 
SC addressed the IAC members as newly appointed Chair of the Welfare & Integrity 
Committee.  
 



SC advised that it has been established that the current Welfare & Integrity Committee does 
not have jurisdiction to deal with matters pertaining to Integrity. As such, HRSA are looking to 
create a separate Integrity Committee. The members of the Integrity Committee are yet to be 
finalised, however the proposed structure is that members may include an HRSA Board 
Member, a Solicitor and a Veterinary Surgeon, with the Chair Of Stewards to report to the 
Committee.     
 
SC then provided an update on the following items the Welfare & Integrity Committee are 
currently addressing, which includes: 
 

• Drafting a paper on minimum track standards (Clubs, race day staff, participants) 
• Drafting a paper on improving the rehoming process 
• How do we promote that Standardbreds are being used in high numbers for life after 

racing? 
• How can we fund any initiatives? 
• Upgrading the quality of the horse ambulance and providing such to all Clubs 

 
SC also asked IAC members thoughts on should HRSA look to amend and increase the Horse 
Qualification standard requirements, in light of the recent incident in the 2yo Kindergarten 
Stakes. 
 
The IAC members advised that the horse which caused the incident had completed 2 
satisfactory trials and competed without incident in 2 races prior to the race in question and 
therefore do not see any need to amend the current qualification standard requirement.  
 
 
2.1 SA Cup Review 
 
The group were asked for feedback on the recent SA Cups Series, which for the first time 
incorporated the Country Cups and was limited to SA Trained Horses. Below is feedback 
received: 
 
POSITIVES: 
 

• Linking the series with all Clubs being involved 
• Local Trainers winning our feature events 
• High number of individual winners throughout series 
• Pacing & Trotters Cups were competitive races 
• Trainers purchased horses because the series was created 
• Conducting qualifying races with differing conditions 
• The best horses throughout the series were successful in the finals 

 
NEGATIVES: 
 

• Interstate horses unable to compete 
• Derby numbers throughout the series lower than hoped for 
• Series Finals Night too late on Calendar 
• Lack of Marketing, Advertising and Sponsorship of Series 

 
 
 
 



SUGGESTIONS: 
 

• Bring forward the series to culminate in Late March or Early April 
• Push the series back to culminate in Late December 
• Remove the 3yo Derby Series if staying with current timeline for Pacing & Trotters 

Cups Series 
• Allow interstate horses to compete if competing in qualifying races 
• Conduct Derby Series alone earlier in season 
• Conduct Derby Series alone later in season 

 
 
ACTIONS:  

1. Further discussion required 
  
 
3.   Other Items For Discussion 

 
 

3.1 – Set date for next meeting 
 

T. B. A. 
 

3.2 – General Business 
 
None 
 
4. Meeting Close – 8:30pm  

 
 
 


