Notice to South Australian Trainers — Arsenic

HRSA reminds Trainers that the presence of arsenic in a race day equine urine
sample at above a level of 0.30 micrograms per millilitre is substance prohibited
under Rule HR. 188A(2)(b).

Trainers are reminded under Australian Harness Racing Rule HR. 190(4) that an
offence is committed if a horse is presented with a prohibited substance in its
system, regardless of the circumstances in which the prohibited substance came
to be present in the horse.

Products that contain arsenic include but are not limited to Ferrocyl, Jurocyl, and
Invigorate injections. It is claimed the use of these injectable preparations on
horses may improve appetite, the appearance of the coat, and may aid in the
treatment of anaemia or general weakness. However, there is no rational
evidence-based indication for the use of arsenic in horses.

Veterinary advice is that substances containing arsenic are not routinely used
nor recommended as treatment for any condition in horses.

During investigations into current arsenic irregularities reported by Racing
Analytical Services Limited (RASL), the University of Melbourne conducted a trial
to research the levels of arsenic in horses that had ingested a known amount of
CCA (chromated copper arsenate) treated timber sawdust. This research
resulted in the detection of urinary concentrations of arsenic in some of the
horses that exceeded the threshold concentration.

Therefore, it may be possible that a horse could have a urinary level of arsenic
that exceeds the threshold concentration if it chews or ingests a sufficiently large
quantity of CCA treated timber. With this aspect of the research completed,
Trainers are given notice that an explanation of environmental contamination
(through CCA timber or other means) might not necessarily be considered a
significant penalty mitigating factor for anyone found to have presented a horse
with urinary concentrations above the arsenic threshold in the future.

Trainers are therefore advised to take measures to ensure that racing horses do
not have access to environmental sources of arsenic including treated timber
products prior to racing.

Considering Controlling Bodies first notified Trainers of the potential for Arsenic
to be detected in samples as a consequence of CCA treated timber in 2016,
HRSA Stewards have reviewed the approach taken with samples in which
Arsenic is detected. Where a Trainer might seek to rely upon the presence of
CCA treated timber as a mitigating aspect in penalty, Stewards provide notice
that such mitigation might not be applied if the Trainer cannot demonstrate that
he had taken adequate measures to prevent such occurrence.

Queries can be directed to the Acting Chief Steward on 0408 671226.
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