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HRSA POLICY - SECTIONAL TIMES  
 
BACKGROUND 
A sectional times policy contributes to safe and fairer racing as well as improving the 
public perception of harness racing. Requiring adherence to a minimum sectional 
time prevents the leading driver from controlling the race. 
 
Australian Harness Racing Rule 162(1)(y) states; 
A driver shall not fail to adhere to minimum time standards for sections of a race. 
 
POLICY 
The sectional times policy will be enforced for the first half of the last mile. 
Effective 1 September 2021, for all TAB races run in South Australia, the first half of 
the last mile must be run in 64 seconds or faster. 
 
The sectional times policy does not apply to 2YO races and Trotters races or to 
horses which have not yet won any race. 
 
PENALTIES FOR BREACHES 
Generally, the driver of the horse which leads a race shall be deemed responsible for 
not adhering to the policy and may be fined in line with the amounts below; 
 
First offence - $100 
Second offence (within twenty-eight days of a previous offence) - $200 
 
However, where circumstances exist, the Stewards may also examine the failure of 
other drivers to exert adequate pressure on the leader  
 
In exceptional circumstances Stewards have the discretion to not penalise a driver 
who does not adhere to the sectional time requirement including, but not limited to, 
instances where there is a fast lead time or circumstances attributable to the 
weather and/or track conditions.  
 
 
Graham Loch 
Acting Chief Steward HRSA 
30 August 2021 
Adopted – 20 March 2015 
Amended – 1 September 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


