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OFFICIAL TRIALS POLICY 

 
 
 
HRSA has an obligation to provide accurate trial information to stimulate wagering turnover and 
meet the minimum standard of professionalism expected from the industry.  There is also a 
need for implementation of minimum qualifying and requalifying times to ensure horses are 
competitive in races. 
 
POLICY 

1. Trainers wishing to trial shall nominate with HRSA. Trial fields will be drawn up, 
published on the website and the Club notified. 
 

2. For any official trials to take place a Steward or HRSA authorised Supervisor must be 
present. 
 

3. For any official trails to take place a Clerk of the Course and Ambulance officer must 
be present. 
 

4. All horses competing in official trials conducted independent of an official race meeting 
must have their freeze brand checked against their Registration Certificate or official 
records provided by HRSA. 
 

5. Any horse that is presented to an official trial without their Registration Certificate may 
be withdrawn and fines may apply. 
 

6. Any horse whose identification cannot be established may be withdrawn from the trial. 
 

7.  Clubs must submit trial results the following business day and they must be accurate 
and complete.  Supervisors must sign off that trials have been conducted in 
accordance with this policy. 

  
8 A horse may only qualify or requalify in an official trial, and until the full details of that 

trial are made available to HRSA for inclusion in the trial results, the horse will not be 
allowed to contest an official race. 
 

9 Only participants holding a current Driver’s licence are permitted to partake in official 
trials, however a suspended driver is eligible to contest official trials. 

  
 

10. Horses must have at least one horse drawn to its inside and one horse to its outside in 
order to qualify or requalify for standing start events. 
 

11.  In order to qualify or requalify, a minimum of three horses must contest the trial unless 
otherwise approved by HRSA Stewards. 

 



 
 
12.  To be eligible for a mobile start race a horse must have trialled satisfactorily from the 

front line in an official mobile start trial. 
 
13.  To be eligible for standing start races a horse shall have trialled satisfactorily in an 

official standing start trial. 
 
14.  When a horse is trialling to qualify or re-qualify and breaks gait through waywardness, 

displays unsatisfactory barrier manners and/or fails to run a mile-rate within the 
qualifying/re-qualifying time, it shall not be qualified or re-qualified. 

 
15.  Drivers are required to wear full race attire including approved vests and helmets and 

white driving pants. Jeans and tracksuit pants are not permitted. 
 
16.  The following minimum mile rates for each individual horse will be observed in order to 

qualify or requalify in official trials: 
 

GLOBE DERBY & MOUNT GAMBIER 

Age Gait Start Mile Rate 

2YO PACER MOBILE 2:09 

3YO PACER MOBILE 2:07 

4YO+ PACER MOBILE 2:06 

2YO TROTTER MOBILE 2:12 

3YO TROTTER MOBILE 2:11 

4YO+ TROTTER MOBILE 2:10 

2YO PACER STAND 2:10 

3YO PACER STAND 2:09 

4YO+ PACER STAND 2:08 

2YO TROTTER STAND 2:14 

3YO TROTTER STAND 2:12 

4YO+ TROTTER STAND 2:10 

 

PORT PIRIE 

Age Gait Start Mile Rate 

2YO PACER MOBILE 2:08 

3YO PACER MOBILE 2:06 

4YO+ PACER MOBILE 2:05 

2YO TROTTER MOBILE 2:11 

3YO TROTTER MOBILE 2:10 

4YO+ TROTTER MOBILE 2:10 

2YO  PACER STAND 2:09 

3YO PACER STAND 2:08 

4YO+ PACER STAND 2:07 

2YO TROTTER STAND 2:13 

3YO TROTTER STAND 2:11 

4YO+ TROTTER STAND 2:09 

 
 

Trial Supervisors will have the discretion to qualify/re-qualify a horse if track conditions 
or other factors outside the control of the horse/driver prevent the horse from running 
the qualifying times. 



 
REMOVAL OF ODM/ODS 
 
1. The ODM/ODS can be removed by competing in one (1) official trial and one (1) official 

race start.  These must be consecutive. 
 

2. The trainer shall ensure they have the horse’s registration papers available at the trials 
for inspection by the Stewards/Supervisor. 

 
3.  It is the responsibility of the Trainer to advise the Stewards/Supervisor that they wish 

to have an ODM/ODS lifted at the trials. Failure to advise the Stewards/Supervisor may 
result in the ODM/ODS not being lifted. 

 


