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LICENCING POLICY 

Background 

Harness Racing SA is responsible for the control of the harness racing industry in 

SA. 

HRSA may by licence, regulate any activity connected with the harness racing 

industry in accordance with  Australian Harness Racing Rule 90(1).  HRSA may 

grant a licence for such period and under such terms and conditions as it thinks fit 

and may refuse a licence without assigning any reason whatsoever. HRSA may vary 

or amend the licencing criteria at any time, require additional information to 

accompany a licence application, impose terms and conditions on the granting of a 

licence and take into account any other matter it considers relevant in determining a 

licence application. 

Policy 

This policy takes effect from 1 September 2016. 

All persons making application to be licenced by HRSA must be domiciled in SA and 

provide evidence. 

HRSA may require an application for a licence to submit a National Police 

Clearance. A criminal offence or conviction does not necessary exclude a person 

from holding a licence with HRSA, however it may have a direct impact on an 

applicant’s suitability to hold a harness racing licence. 

All new applicants for a licence will be assessed to ensure they are fit and proper 

persons to hold a licence and may be required to attend an interview with Stewards.  

This means licence applications may not be approved on the day they are lodged 

with HRSA. 

All first time applicants are required to complete the approved HRSA Training 

Program (online training) and pass a Basic Horsemanship Exam. 

If a stablehand, trainers or drivers licence has lapsed for a period of more than one 

season, the application will be treated as a new application. 
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1. Renewals

If a licenced driver has not competed in races for more than 2 years, prior to being 

re-licenced, that driver will be required to successfully complete a number of trial 

drives to the satisfaction of stewards.  Upon the completion of the trial drives, the 

licence category reinstatement will be at the discretion of HRSA. 

2. Stablehand licence

 The holder of a stablehand licence is licenced to perform stable duties, under the 

supervision or instruction of a licenced Trainer as follows: 

 carry out track work on registered tracks and drive at any meeting to prepare

a horse to race at that meeting other than during the horses immediate pre-

race preliminary.

 assist with the training, management, care and control of horses

 assist with pre-race preparation of, and post race procedures affecting a

horse.

A stablehand is licenced, under the supervision or instruction of a licenced trainer 

and must provide evidence of their supervising trainer. 

An applicant for a Stablehand licence may be required to undertake the approved 

HRSA training program which includes on-line training and a practical examination 

known as a Basic Horsemanship Exam. 



DRIVERS LICENCE POLICY AMENDMENT 

Policy Amendment 

This policy amendment takes effect from 1 November 2019. 

1. “C Grade” Driver

The holder of a “C Grade” Driver licence may only drive in trials, shows, carry out track work and 
drive at any meeting to prepare a horse for a race at that meeting other than during the horses 
immediate pre-race preliminary. 

An applicant for a “C Grade” Driver licence must be at least 15 years of age and have held a 
stable-hand licence for a minimum of 6 months or provide evidence of previous experience. 

A “C Grade” Driver must successfully complete 20 satisfactory trial drives and held their “C Grade” 
licence for a minimum of 6 months prior to applying to be upgraded to a “B Grade” Driver, unless a 
driver is attempting to renew their licence after an extended absence from driving, the number of 
drives needed will be at the discretion of HRSA. 

2. “B Grade” Driver

The holder of a “B Grade” Driver licence may drive in trials, shows and is licenced to drive in races 
where the value of the race is up to and including $5000. 

A “B Grade” driver must have held their licence for 6 months and have driven on 50 occasions, as 
a minimum, prior to being considered for a “Provisional A Grade” licence. The individuals driving 
skills and their driver’s offence record will form part of the decision process. 

3. Provisional “A Grade” Driver

The holder of a Provisional “A Grade” Driver licence is licenced to drive at any race meeting, 
however only in races that have a stake money value of up to and including $8000. 

A Provisional “A Grade” driver must have held their driver’s licence for a total of 12 months and 
have driven on 100 occasions, as a minimum, prior to being considered for an “A Grade” licence. 
The individuals driving skills and their driver’s offence record will form part of the decision process. 

4. A Grade Driver

The holder of an A Grade Driver licence is licenced to drive at any race meeting. 
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5. B Grade Trainer

The holder of a B Grade Trainers licence may train any registered horse which the 

person owns or partly owns or which is owned by the persons spouse, other 

domestic partner, parent, sibling or child. 

The holder of a B Grade Trainers licence may also train up to a maximum of three 

(3) horses for outside clients (ie; not family related) at any one time by seeking 

approval from the Stewards. 

An application for a B Grade Trainers licence must have held either a stablehand 

licence or drivers licence for at least 6 months and will be interviewed by the 

Stewards. The applicant will need to demonstrate to Stewards they have the 

financial capacity to uphold the welfare of horses, and maintain facilities and 

equipment, they have available to them stables suitable for the training of 

standardbred horses and they have the requisite knowledge and other personal 

qualities necessary to be granted a licence in SA. 

6. A Grade Trainer

The holder of an A Grade Trainers licence may train any registered horse. 

An applicant for an A Grade Trainers licence must have held a B Grade Trainers 

licence for 12 months. 

7. Disqualified persons reapplying for a Licence

Once a person is disqualified their licence automatically ceases.  Persons wishing to 

apply for a new licence after disqualification therefore must apply as an unlicenced 

participant and are required to meet the usual licencing criteria.  In addition, a 

disqualified person who is seeking to be re-licenced may be required, as part of their 

application, to appear before the board of HRSA to show cause as to why they 

should be granted a new licence in light of previous matters pertaining to harness 

racing. 
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8. Fit and Proper Person

Suitability of Licencees 

All applicants for licences must meet and continue to meet suitability requirements.  

These requirements address whether or not an applicant is a ‘fit and proper person’ 

to be licenced. 

The criteria for a fit and proper person that can be applied is: 

“Fitness” 

A person must be fit and able to perform the duties of the relevant licence. 

1. where a person is not physically fit to perform the duties of a particular licence

category in person, but is able to supervise and direct, an exception may be

considered provided there is no risk to other persons, animals or to the good

conduct of racing and training.  Such persons would require the facilities,

equipment, experience, knowledge and other personal qualities necessary for

successfully functioning in this manner.

2. Fit also requires the person to have the stated skills and knowledge required

for a licence.  HRSA may require appropriate evidence of skills and

knowledge through testing, training and assessment or other means.

3. Fit includes the person’s mental fitness to make correct decisions in relation to

behaviour by demonstrating a continuing moral commitment to good

behaviour and good character.

“Propriety” 

Propriety relates to the general level of integrity of the person.  It is primarily 

concerned with general behaviour and conduct but not limited to: 

 history

 reputation

 integrity

 honesty

 character

Propriety will be assessed on (but not limited to) 

 disciplinary history

 evidence of dishonesty

 behaviour toward officials and staff of HRSA and other SA harness racing

participants
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 any conduct or statement likely to impact the persons reputation and more

broadly on the reputation of other licencees, officials of HRSA and the SA

harness racing industry.

 demonstrated ability to consistently operate with the rules and policies of

HRSA, the Australian Harness Racing Rules and any other laws and

regulations applicable to the conduct of the industry and its participants

including gaming laws.

 Evidence of improper behaviour, misconduct, failure to adhere to HRSA Code

of Conduct, including police records, court records and letters of complaint

regarding the person.

 A history of indebtedness including being bankrupt or a previous declared

bankrupt.

 a failure to adequately demonstrate sufficient and acceptable financial means

to fulfil the requirements of the licence.

 where a licencee or applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to

criminal offences in any state or territory of Australia or in any other country.

 where a licencee or applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any

animal cruelty offences in any state or territory of Australia or in any other

country.


