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HORSE WELFARE POLICY 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Harness Racing SA is committed to the humane treatment and welfare of horses. 
Licenced persons are responsible for ensuring horses in their care are treated with kindness 
and are not subject to abuse, neglect or mistreatment. 
 
The continuous well-being of horses will be maintained by routine inspections and consultation 
with veterinarians and industry officials to ensure the highest possible standards of health, 
comfort and safety.  
 
POLICY 
 
1.  A horse that is aged 12 or more years shall not be permitted to start in any race unless 
it has undergone a pre-race veterinary examination that satisfies the Stewards the horse 
should be permitted to start.   
 
This examination will consist of flexion test of joints, a trot up examination and a thorough 
check of the horse.  It is the responsibility of the trainer to have this examination take place on 
course.  Failure to have the examination take place at least 30 minutes prior to the scheduled 
start time of the race in which the horse is entered may result in the Trainer or his nominated 
representative being penalised and/or the horse withdrawn from the race. 
 
 
2. A horse that is engaged to race on consecutive days shall not be permitted to start on 
the second day unless it has undergone a pre-race veterinary examination that  satisfies the 
Stewards the horse should be permitted to start. 
 
It is the responsibility of the trainer to have this examination take place on course.  Failure to 
have the examination take place at least 30 minutes prior to the scheduled start time of the 
race in which the horse is entered may result in the Trainer or his nominated representative 
being penalised and/or the horse withdrawn from the race. 
 
 
3. A horse shall remain on the racecourse for at least 30 minutes after its race to allow it 
to cool down and recover. 
 


